
 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

June 16th, 2021, at 5:00 pm 

Ruth Coleman Complex 

Columbus, NM 88029 

Call to Order, Pledge and Salute: Mayor Salas to commence meeting (At this time please silence your cell 
phones and any other electronic devices) 

2. Roll Call: Mayor Esequiel Salas - Present 

Mayor Pro-Tem & Trustee Roberto Gutierrez - Present 

Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez - Present 

Trustee Paulino Villegas - Present 

 Trustee Bill Johnson - Present 

3. Approval of June 16th, 2021 agenda. 

Motion set by Trustee Paulino Villegas, 2nd by Trustee Roberto Gutierrez. Call for a Vote:  Trustee Roberto 
Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Paulino Villegas; yes.  Trustee Bill Johnson; yes.  
Motion Carried. 

4.  Approval of the regular council minutes of May 19th, 2021.   
Motion set by Trustee Roberto Gutierrez, 2nd by Trustee Paulino Villegas.  Call for a Vote:  Trustee Roberto 
Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Paulino Villegas; yes.  Trustee Bill Johnson; yes.  
Motion Carried. 
5.  Approval of the consent agenda: Fire Dept, Library, Court, Sewer, Code Enforcement, Transfer 
Station, Streets, Cemetery, Parks & Recreation, Water Dept, Senior Center, Grants Admin and Sheriff’s 
Dept. 
Motion set by trustee Paulino Villegas, 2nd by Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez.  Call for a Vote:  Trustee Roberto 
Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Paulino Villegas; yes.  Trustee Bill Johnson; yes.  
Motion Carried. 
6.  Approval of finance report as presented by the accountants. 
Motion set by Trustee Paulino Villegas, 2nd by Trustee Bill Johnson.  Itza to give debrief.  Submit all 
adjustments this month before the deadline.  Mayor Salas says we had to balance budget for Itza to send to state.  
Call for a Vote:  Trustee Roberto Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Paulino Villegas; yes.  
Trustee Bill Johnson; yes.  Motion Carried. 
 
7.  Discussion of municipal infrastructure GRT ordinance 256 about flood control.          
Jesus Sanchez, the municipal clerk to talk about the required changes for ordinance 256 of municipal 
infrastructure GRT.  The attorneys of both VOC (Village of Columbus) and NMFA discussed the importance of 
adding the words flood control under ordinance 256.  The closing date for the agreement/loan will be on July 
23, 2021.  This gives the VOC time to post a public notice and intend to pass for the changes in the ordinance.               



 

 

8.  Discussion of municipal infrastructure GRT ordinance 257 about flood control.   

Jesus Sanchez, the municipal clerk to talk about the required changes for ordinance 256 of municipal 
infrastructure GRT.  The attorneys of both VOC (Village of Columbus) and NMFA discussed the importance of 
adding the words flood control under ordinance 256.  The closing date for the agreement/loan will be on July 
23, 2021.  This gives the VOC time to post a public notice and intend to pass for the changes in the ordinance.               
9.  Approval to write off $77,379.56 EMS billing fees. 

Motion set by trustee Paulino Villegas, 2nd by Trustee Bill Johnson.  Chief Andres Ramos from the fire 
department is present to discuss this.  The EMS services at Hatch contacted VOC fire department to request the 
present billing fees to be sent out to a collection’s agency and let them take care of it.  Trustee Paulino Villegas 
asks if this harms the VOC in any way, which Mayor Salas responds saying yes.  Somebody from the public 
(not identified herself) asks why VOC cannot just ignore the 911 responses from Mexico and Columbus.  Chief 
Ramos says that is impossible, as it is illegal to do so and that no such option exists.  Call for a Vote:  Trustee 
Roberto Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Paulino Villegas; yes.  Trustee Bill Johnson; 
yes.  Motion Carried.     

10. Requesting the approval to roll forward JPA funds of FY20/21 in the amount of $40,000 into FY2022. 

Motion set by Trustee Roberto Gutierrez, 2nd by Trustee Paulino Villegas.  Chief Ramos from the fire 
department is present to explain.  Last year the $20,000 that were rolled forward from last years fiscal year were 
reimbursed thanks to the cares act and wants to move those $20,000 to the next fiscal year.  This year’s $20,000 
he wants to also roll forward in the amount of $40,000 into FY2022.  Chief Ramos explains that he wants to 
better equip the ambulance granted to VOC, as the first $20,000 were initially planned for a new ambulance.   

Call for a Vote:  Trustee Roberto Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Paulino Villegas; yes.  
Trustee Bill Johnson; yes.  Motion Carried.     

11. Approval of resolution 2021-23 authorizing the execution and delivery of a water project fund 
loan/grant agreement by and between the New Mexico finance authority (“finance authority”) and the 
village of Columbus, New Mexico the “borrower/grantee”, in the total amount of one million one 
hundred thousand dollars ($1,100,000), 

Motion set by Trustee Roberto Gutierrez, 2nd by Trustee Paulino Villegas.  Mayor Salas present to discuss how 
this pertains to Highway 11 to Missouri, and that the gran “arollo” is for phase 2.  This item is for phase 1.   Call 
for a Vote:  Trustee Roberto Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Paulino Villegas; yes.  
Trustee Bill Johnson; yes.  Motion Carried.     

12. Approval of changes in ordinance #238, amendment 4 for animal control. 
 
Motion set by Trustee Paulino Villegas, 2nd by Trustee Roberto Gutierrez.  Jesus Sanchez, municipal clerk, is 
present to explain.  There were some grammatical errors that were fixed and the discussed fees on the previous 
public hearing have been previously approved.  A member from the public explains how their neighbors have 
cats and are being a nuisance.  Code enforcer Charlie takes a stand and asks for suggestions, as he can not deal 
with them in an inhumane way.  He can pick them up, get them spayed and he must return them where he found 
them.   



 

 

Call for a Vote:  Trustee Roberto Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Paulino Villegas; yes.  
Trustee Bill Johnson; yes.  Motion Carried.     
 
13. Approval of changes in ordinance #223, amendment 33 for water utility.    

Motion set by Trustee Paulino Villegas, 2nd by Trustee Roberto Gutierrez.  Jesus Sanchez to speak about the 
changes approved to do on last public hearing.  The deposit for the construction water meter has been increased 
to $1,500.00 and the rates for water have changed to $10.00 per 1,000 gallons non reverse osmosis and $15.00 
per 1,000 gallons for reverse osmosis to be somewhat like what Deming is charging.  Call for a Vote:  Trustee 
Roberto Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Paulino Villegas; yes.  Trustee Bill Johnson; 
yes.  Motion Carried.     

14. Public Comment; A member of the public mentions that policed interrupted into their house by mention of 
the mayor.  Mayor Salas says he did not meet or talked to a police officer to do such thing.  Chief Ramos ideas 
for 4th of July is to be on a controlled environment and that flyers need to go out for the 4th of July event and 
prevent accidents.  Jerad from the Senior Center invites the public to come join him every morning for coffee 
and pastries.  Mayor Salas mentions that the building is a Senior Cultural Center.   
 
15. Trustee Comments:   
 
16.  Mayor Comments:  Mayor Salas mentions the pool is closed since it is damaged.  Possibly, put sprinklers 
out for the kids.  Cannabis state approval to be sold to be discussed later.  Distribute information to the public.  
2 public hearings planned for next week, Tuesday and Thursday.   
 
17. Next regular meeting date: 07/21/2021 at 5:00 PM 
 
18. Motion to adjourn: 
                     

Motion set by Trustee Paulino Villegas, 2nd by Trustee Roberto Gutierrez.  Call for a Vote:  Trustee Roberto 
Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Ricardo Gutierrez; yes.  Trustee Paulino Villegas; yes.  Trustee Bill Johnson; yes.  
Motion Carried.     


